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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of
THE CONSERVATION ACQUISITION BOARD
(CAB)
of
THE ARIZONA STATE PARKS BOARD

Notice is hereby given to members of the Conservation Acquisition Board (CAB) and
the general public that the CAB will hold a meeting open to the public on Tuesday,
August 13, 2013, at 1:30 p.m. at Arizona State Parks, in the Board Room located
in the basement of 1300 W. Washington, Phoenix, Arizona, pursuant to A.R.S.

§ 41-511.05 and A.R.S. § 41-511.25.

The CAB may go into Executive Session for any agendized item at any time
during the meeting to discuss or consult with its legal counsel for legal advice
on matters listed on this agenda pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 et seq. Items on
the Agenda may be discussed out of order, unless they have been specifically
noted to be set for a time certain. Public comment will be taken.

AGENDA
(The Chair reserves the right to set the order of the agenda)

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
B. INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS AND STAFF
C. ACTION ITEMS
1. Approval of minutes from the August 21, 2012
D. GRANT APPLICATIONS PRESENTATION

1. Consider Funding FY 2013 Growing Smarter State Trust Land Acquisition
Projects. CAB will consider the following grant applications:

a. Flagstaff, City of - $6,000,000 for the purchase of 2,251.20 acres of
Observatory Mesa.

b. Pima County - $1,375,000 for the purchase of 800 acres of Tortolita
Mountain Park Expansion Acquisition Phase Il

c. City of Scottsdale - $12,000,000 for the purchase of 2,365 acres of the
McDowell Sonoran Preserve

Arizona State Parks 1300 W. Washington Street « Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone/TTY: (602) 542-4174 + Faxt (602) 542-4188



All recommendations for grant awards will be conditioned upon the appraisals and
parcel sizes being approved by the State Land Commissioner, and that the applicants
are the highest and best bidders at public auction. A total of $16,088,380 is available
for the FY 2013 Growing Smarter State Trust Land Acquisition Grant Program.

A.R.S. §41-511.23 H.2 states that no more than 50% of the Land Conservation Fund
from any one fiscal year may be awarded io projects in a single county. This means
that no more than $8,044,190 can be awarded in any single county (50% of the fotal
amount avaiiable in any fiscal year).

E. REPORTS - Board and staff reports may be written or verbal.
1. Parks Board Actions on CAB ltems

F. CALL TO THE PUBLIC - Consideration and discussion of comments and
complaints from the public. Those wishing to address the Board must register at
the door and be recognized by the Chair. ltis probably that each presentation wiil
be limited to one person per organization. Action taken as a resuit of public
comment will be limited to directing staff to study or rescheduie the matter for
further consideration at a later time.

G. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS, MATTERS OF BOARD PROCEDURE
REQUESTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

H. ADJOURNMENT

Sk

Pursuant to Titie 1l of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Arizona State Parks
does not discriminate on the basis of a disability regarding admission to public
meetings. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation, such
as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the acting ADA Cocrdinator, Nicole
Armstrong-Best (602) 542-7152; or TTY (602) 542-4174. Requests should be made as
early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.

nder B A‘h

Doris Pulsifer, Chief f\jesources & Pubiic Program

Arizona State Parks
Posted at;

Phoenix, Arizona
1% Floor
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MINUTES
OF THE
CONSERVATION ACQUISITION BOARD (CAB)
OF
ARIZONA STATE PARKS
Meeting of August 21, 2012
Arizona State Parks
1300 West Washington
Phoenix, Arizona

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chair McNichol called the meeting to Ol

CAB Members Present: : her McNichol, Chair

CAB Members Absér : N Stephen Brophy

*Kent Ennis, Deputy Director,
Arizona State Parks (ASP)
Laurie Hachtel, Attorney
General's Office

Doris Puisifer, Resources &
Public Programs, ASP

. INTRODU xON OF MEMBERS AND STAFF
CAB members introduced themselves followed by introduction of staff.

C. ACTION ITEMS - Approval of minutes from the August 10 2011 and
October 11, 2011 CAB meetings.
MOTION by CAB member Graham, SECOND by CAB member Gulick to
approve the minutes from the August 10, 2011 and October 11, 2011 CAB
meetings. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

D. GRANT APPLICATIONS PRESENTATION
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1.Consider Funding FY 2012 Growing Smarter State Trust Land Acquisition
Projects.

Chair McNichol announced that there are six applications for the CAB to consider
and a total of $40,734,760 available to divide among the applications, however,
per statute, no more than 50% of the total amount availabie may be awarded to
projects in a single county. For the FY 2012 Growing Smarter Grant Program,
there are four separate grant requests within Maricopa County that together total
$65,000,000, and thereby exceed the funding cap of $20,367,380 for Maricopa
County. The remaining fwo grant requests are from applicants fro 4 two separate
counties. Neither of those grant requests exceed the $20, 367&‘.‘ p per
county.

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE GROWING&H
TRUST LAND ACQUISITION GRANT FUN

land Acquisition Grant Fund Program. (Copyéoiithe pré:e:l}tatlon available to the
public on request.) The funds made available to th; "’"ow;ng Smarter program
f the Growing Smarter

program is to make funding availabi 1oL

mandated an annual appropriation of $@“; 1.(2004 -2011). Of that sum, $2
million went to the Livestock and Crop %0 %k f%‘Fund and $18 million was
made available annually todliesG Starter program . For the current cycle
there is approximately $40,7 ..- avalla e jor grants.

N i
~y of Phoeng__
> Phoenix noran Preserve — Priority 3D

inPark.
d. City of cottsdate $156,000,000 for the purchase of 2,045 acres of the
McDowell Sonoran Preserve — Cholla Mountain/Rawhide Wash
e. City of Scottsdale - $20,000,000 for the purchase of 3,200 acres of the
McDowell Sonoran Preserve — Granite Mountain
f. City of Scoftsdale - $15,000,000 for the purchase of 1,153 acres of the
McDowell Sonoran Preserve — Upper Sonoran Desert

Moun

The presentation included slides with maps of the lands and surrounding
areas and pictures of various features for each project. The maps also noted
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lands that have been previously acquired for conservation purposes that are
either adjacent or in the vicinity of the parcels that are currently being
proposed for acquisition.

Two of the applications are projects outside Maricopa County, three
applications from the City of Scottsdale and one from the City of Phoenix. It
was noted that the City of Phoenix was the lowest rated of the applications.
Discussion followed regarding the range of differences in the ratings among
the applications. o
A

giﬁ? e

criteria, all of the properties are more than eligible
receevmg funding. She added that CAB may als

The board reviewed and discussed the optlon fed beiow although the
focus was on Options 2 and 6.

up to $1,890, 00 : o
City of Flagstaff - " re Canyon for the purchase of 477.80 acres for up

City o 'S¢ G W" Mountain and Cholla Mountain-Rawhide Wash), up to
the funding ‘cap: $20,367,380 for projects within Maricopa County

3,200 acre& for up to $18,700,000 and;
» City of Scottsdale — Cholla Mountain/Rawhide Wash partially fund towards
the purchase of 2,045 acres for up to $1,667,380.

Option 2: Presents only the projects outside Maricopa County.

Fully fund the two projects outside Maricopa County, which total $4,279,000
towards the total purchase of 1,892.80 acres as follows:
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« Pima County — Tortolita Mountain towards the purchase of 1,415
acres for up to $1,890,000 and;

« City of Fiagstaff - Picture Canyon for the purchase of 477.80 acres
for up to $2,389,000.

Options 3 thru 6 - Presents only the projects within Maricopa County.

Option 3: This option suggests to fully fund one project within
- The City of Scottsdale/Granite Mountain Project and partially
project, The City of Scottsdale/Cholla Mountain-Rawhide
funding of $20,367,380 towards the purchase of 5,245 acies'

fund a second project — The City of S.‘ of
funding of $20,367,380 towards the pu\'r\

Lilihe City of Phoenix — Sonoran Preserve Priority 3-D
ining amount of funds available for Maricopa County for
/380 towards the purchase of 3,588.78 acres as follows:

* Fully fund City of Scottsdale/Cholla Mountain/Rawhide Wash
Project up 1o $13,300,000 towards the purchase of 2,045 acres and;
+ Partially fund The City of Phoenix — Sonoran Preserve Priority 3-D

Project up to $7,067,380 towards the purchase of 1,543.78 acres.

Option 6: This option suggests funding all four proposed projects from Maricopa
County up to an amount that equals the percentage (36.2732%) of the eligible
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amount for each project, based on a ratio of the total amount available to the total
amount eligible (ratio of $20,367,380 to $56,150,000) as follows:

» City of Scottsdale ~ McDowell Sonoran Preserve/Cholla Mountain-
Rawhide Wash towards the purchase of 2,045 acres for up to $4,824,330;
and

» City of Scoitsdale — McDowell Sonoran Preserve/Granite Mountain
towards the purchase of 3,200 acres for up to $6,783,082; and

» City of Scottsdale —~ McDowell Sonoran Preserve/Upper Senoran Desert
towards the purchase of 1,153 acres for up to $4,370,9% var

* City of Phoenix — Sonoran Preserve Priority 3-D tow the purchase of
1,543.78 acres for up to $4,370,917.

Chair McNichol asked that the board consider fully fdiid) ‘
outside Maricopa County (Option 2) for the Clty -»‘f : Eagstaff and P;ma

In response, CAB member Graham po‘T@j ed ¢ afit:
limitation of awarding no more than flfty\ ’
separates the Flagstaff a&gy@;@_u
four remaining pmject 0 be di

the purchase of ~4‘5 by the City of Scottsdale. He added that the City of
Scottsdale has preserve tax that will allow them to move forward with the
purchase of the acreage not funded through the Growing Smarter Grant Program.
He commented that the City of Scottsdale would also like to demonstrate that big
cities are able and willing to work together for the common good.

MOTION by CAB member Gulick, SECOND by CAB member Anderson to
recommend to the State Parks Board to approve Option 2 as follows:
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Fully fund the two projects outside Maricopa County, which total $4,279,000
towards the total purchase of 1,892.80 acres as follows:

» Pima County — Tortolita Mountain towards the purchase of 1,415
acres for up to $1,890,000 and,;
* City of Flagstaff - Picture Canyon for the purchase of 477.80 acres
for up to $2,389,000.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

project, based on a ratio of the total amoun’t availe
(ratio of $20,367,380 to $56,150,000) as follows:
&

and
+ City of Scottsdale — McDowe!I ‘
towards the purc:hase of 3,200 ag esfrﬁplg;m

& for up to $4,370,917; and

?{‘.% fority 3-D towards the purchase of

+ City of Phoeni
1,543.78 acret

(ASLD) fi na}_*g‘r{alsﬁ value ‘efithesparcels, agreed upon by the applicants, plus
no more J“'n 10% for %&uglble associated costs. Approval of the awards is
%?) alsedﬁand value being finalized before December 31,

2012 i fr her move that this recommendation be forwarded to the Arizona State

Parks Boa\éf abfinal a@“'i’on

Scottsdale UpperMSonoran Desert had been misstated as 1,150, and that the
correct number of acres to be purchased is 1,153.

MOTION by CAB member Gulick, SECOND by CAB member Graham to amend
the previous motion to reflect the correct number of acres for the City of
Scottsdale Upper Sonoran Desert to be 1,153.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.,
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E. Reports — None
F. CALL TO THE PUBLIC: There were no responses to the call to the public.

G. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS, MATTERS OF HPAC PROCEDURE
REQUESTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE EVENTS: None

H. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was declared adjourned by Chair McNichol at
10:40 am.

Respectfully submitted by:
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Agenda [tem D
S Title: Consider Funding for FY 2013 Growing Smarter State
E Trust Land Acquisition Fund Grant Applications
E' Staff Lead: Doris Pulsifer, Chief of Resources & Public Programs
NP Date: August 13, 2013
ot
Arizona §®

State Parks

Recommended Motion:
I move to recommend to the Arizona State Parks Board to approve the funding for the
following three Growing Smarter State Trust Land Acquisition grant requests as
follows:
1) The City of Flagstaff up to the eligible requested amount of $6,000,000 for the
purchase of 2,251.20 acres of Observatory Mesa.
2) Pima County up to the eligible amount of $1,347,500 for the purchase of 800 acres
for the Tortolita Mountain Park Expansion Acquisition Phase II.
3) The City of Scottsdale up to the allowable cap per county, which is $8,044,190 for
the FY 2013 Growing Smarter Grant Program, for the purchase of 2,365 acres of
the McDowell Sonoran Preserve.

The final grant amounts will be based on the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD)
final appraisal value of the parcels, agreed upon by the applicants, plus no more than
10% for eligible associated costs. Approval of the awards is contingent upon the
appraised land value being finalized before December 31, 2013. I further move that this
recommendation be forwarded to the Arizona State Parks Board for final action.

Background:

The purpose of the Land Conservation Fund is to conserve open spaces in or near urban
areas and other areas experiencing high growth pressures. This is accomplished by
awarding grants for the purchase or lease of State Trust land that has been dlassified as
suitable for conservation purposed by the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD).

Current Status:

The rating team scored the applications per the rating criteria in the FY 2013 Growing
Smarter State Trust Land Acquisition Grant Manual and determined that all parcels
applied for are unquestionably eligible. See Table A for summary statistics.

The current balance available in the Land Conservation Fund for Growing Smarter State
Trust Land Acquisition grants is $16,088,380.

A.R.S. §41-511.23.H.2 states that no more than 50% of the Land Conservation Fund from
any one fiscal year may be awarded to projects in a single county. This means that no
more than $8,044,190 can be awarded in any single county (50% of the total amount
available in any fiscal year).

For the FY 2013 Growing Smarter Grant Program, staff received three requests all from
different counties. The total amount requested from all three counties is $19,375,000.
However, the grant request from the City of Scottsdale (Maricopa County) is for
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$12,000,000, which exceeds the allowable cap per county ($8,044,190) for the FY 2013
Growing Smarter Grant Program funding cycle. Therefore, the total amount of projects
actually eligible for grant funding for all three counties is $15,391,690.

Staff received the following three applications for the FY 2013 Growing Smarter State
Trust Land Acquisition Grant Program:

a. Flagstaff, City of - Total project cost is $12,000,000 and their
funding request is $6,000,000 for the purchase of 2,251.20 acres of Observatory
Mesa. The final appraisal amount is $11,600,000, which makes this project
eligible for up to $5,800,000 (50%). The project would have also been eligible
for up to $580,000 in associated costs for a total eligible amount of $6,380,000.
However, they are only eligible to receive funding up to their application
amount of $6,000,000.

b. Pima County - Total project cost is $2,750,000 and their grant funding
request is $1,375,000 for the purchase of 800 acres of Tortolita Mountain
Park Expansion Acquisition Phase II. The final appraisal amount of $2,450,000
is less than their total project cost. This means the project will be eligible for
up to $1,225,000 toward the acquisition plus $122,500 in associated costs for a
total grant of $1,347,500 ($27,500 less than their funding request).

c. Scottsdale, City of - Total project cost is $24,000,000 and their funding request
is $12,000,000 for the purchase of 2,365 acres of the McDowell Sonoran
Preserve. The final appraisal amount is $21,300,000. If sufficient funding
were available, this project would have been eligible for $10,650,000 plus
$1,065,000 in associated costs. However, the project is only eligible for up to
$8,044,190 due to the cap allowed for any single county.

Time Frame:

The Arizona State Parks Board will consider the recommendation by the Conservation
Acquisition Board (CAB) for funding the FY 2013 Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition grant applications at their Board meeting on September 18, 2013. Following
their approval, staff will proceed with the following:

ASP staff will prepare award letters, Participant Agreements, and Conservation
Easements.

The Arizona State Land Department will schedule public auctions.

Grant awards will be contingent upon the appraisals and parcel sizes being
approved by the State Land Commissioner, and the applicants are the highest
and best bidders at public auction.

ASP staft will execute agreements.

Grantees will submit requests for grant reimbursements following their full
payment to the Arizona State Land Department.

ASP will process grant reimbursement requests.

ASP will close projects.

Time frame will be contingent upon auction dates, and
Grantees will submit annual Self-Certifications on annual basis.



Conservation Acquisition Board Action Report
Agenda Item D

Staff and Financial Resources:

A total of $16,088,380 is available for the FY 2013 Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition Grant Program.

Relationship to Strategic Plan:

Partnerships: To build lasting public and private partnerships to promote local
economies, good neighbors, recreation, conservation, tourism and establish sustainable
funding for the agency.

Relevant Past Board Actions:

The Board has approved a total of $250,820,447 in Growing Smarter Grant Funds
between Fiscal Years 2001 thru 2012 of which a total of $198,347,801 was actually
expended towards the acquisition of 25,866 acres of State Trust land for conservation.
A summary list of the history of Growing Smarter Grant awards is attached.

Attachments:
1) Summary list of applications indicating the rating scores and funding
requests and recommendations.
2) Summary list of history of Growing Smarter grant awards.
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